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SENATE COMMITTEE ON PRIORITIES AND RESOURCE ALLOCATION 


Recommendations to Senate on new programme proposals for 1982-83: 


M. Sc. in Exercise Science: 


This programme was approved by Senate at its May 1 meeting. 


PhisDis. 1, European Studies: 


-l This is a proposal for a joint programme with the Université du Québec 


a Montréal, sponsored by the Centre interuniversitaire d'études européennes, 


of which Concordia is a founding member. 


-2 At a time when Quebec universities are being encouraged to launch inter- 
university ventures, in the hope of making best possible use of limited 
resources, such a project fits into the current policy of the Ministry of 
Education and of the Council of Universities, stressing the creation of 
centres of excellence involving two or more institutions. 


.3 The Centre interuniversitaire d'études européennes is a widely-recognized 


organism, with its own regular publication, and participation in the proposed 
programme would enhance the visibility of Concordia as a participating member. 


-4 The programme cannot be mounted without additional resources. Subject to 
final clarification, these would involve a sum equivalent to the salaries 
of three additional faculty members at the associate- or full-professor 
level, together with that of a full-time administrator and a half-time 
secretary. The Council of Universities will be asked to recommend to the 
Ministry that the necessary funding be made available, and the programme 
will not be mounted unless such funding is forthcoming. The actual use of 
the funding remains to be determined, but this could either take the form 
of visiting or short-term appointments in one or other of the participating 
institutions, or long-term appointments. In the former case, these would 
be seen partially as replacements in existing programmes (e.g. Concordia's 
Ph.D. History) to "liberate" existing faculty in order that they may participate 
in the proposed programme; they would, however, be established scholars, who, 
even if not involved in thesis-direction, would enrich available course and 
seminar offerings. 


-5 There are no specific space implications for Concordia, since most of the 
activities of the programme will be housed in the Centre. 


-6 The programme in itself is not perhaps a Concordia priority. If it were 
a question of diverting existing resources to it, the Committee would not 
recommend it. It is important that it not be seen as being restricted to 
history - on the contrary, it is essential that the use made of additional 
resources, once assured, be broad-based. 


.7 If there is much to be gained by participating in a joint venture, there 
is no doubt as much to be lost by non-participation. There is some degree 
of expectation on the part of U.Q. that Concordia will support the proposal, 
once certain elements have been clarified. 
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.8 The Committee is assured that the various administrative aspects of the 
proposal - admissions procedures, evaluation for graduation purposes, 
etc. - have been looked after. 


.9 In the light of the foregoing, the Committee recommends to Senate that the 
proposal to create a joint Ph.D. in European Studies be approved by Senate 
for forwarding to the Council of Universities. 


C. Undergraduate programmes: 


1. B.A./B. Sc. Specialization in Actuarial Mathematics: 


-l1 Qualification for the different levels in the actuarial profession is 
acquired through the writing of examinations set by the Society. 
Universities prepare students to write the examinations, but university 
degrees or diplomas do not in themselves constitute professional quali- 
fications. The proposed programme would take candidates to level 4, and, 
with the further completion of Math. C 425, to level 5. 


.2. The proposed programme is a natural outgrowth of existing Specializations 
in Applied Mathematics. Few new courses are required, the principal ones 
being a series of three 2-credit workshops, to be considered as half- 
courses for the purpose of determining faculty teaching load. 


.3 It is proposed to seek support from insurance companies, either in the 
form of unpaid instruction, or in funding. Concern is felt about 
going to insurance companies at a time when a general campaign is about 
to be launched. In any event, it is important to have involvement of 
practising professionals. The aim is to have one full-time position, 
to be filled by a mathematician with actuarial experience, but the pro- 
gramme can be mounted with part-time instructors. The programme would 
be phased in with one workshop per year, cumulative over three years. 


-4 An annual intake of some 30 students is anticipated. The programme is 
a difficult one and students will have to be above average. It is hoped 
to draw in students who would not usually come for the regular math. 
programmes. Only Laval offers programmes in actuarial mathematics - this 
would be the first programme in an English-language institution, and the 
first in the Montreal area. 


.5 The proposal calls for an “actuarial room". This is at the level of what 
is desirable rather than what is essential, and will have to take its 
chance in any reassignment of space. 


.6 It is the opinion of the Committee that this is a worthwhile development, 
in that there is a need for such graduates which is not being met by 
English-language universities. The content of the programme is such that 
in the unlikely event of its not proving to be viable, after a few years, 
there is a "fall-back" in the Applied Mathematics programmes. Additional 
teaching resources required are minimal, and could well be obtained for 
nothing through the collaboration of external professional groups. The 
Committee therefore recommends that the programme be approved for implementation 
in 1982-83. 
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2. Programmes without resource implications: 
-l Certificate in the History of Quebec. This programme is made up entirely 


of regularly-offered existing courses. It could be useful if the 
Ministry of Education goes ahead with proposed emphasis on Quebec History 
in schools and colleges. The Committee recommends that this programme be 
approved for implementation in 1982-83. 


-2 B.A. Honours in Judaic Studies: 


The proposal is designed to fill a gap in current offerings. It is to 
be accompanied by a general reorganization of the Religion Department's 
offerings, to eliminate excessive use of slot courses. There are no 
resource implications. There are only two required courses, all the 
others are to be selected from groups of various sizes. The Committee 
recommends to Senate that this programme be approved for implementation 
in 1982-83. 


-3 Minor in Classical Archaeology: 


The Committee notes that a Minor in Archaeology already exists in the 
Faculty of Fine Arts. At the time of the drawing-up of this report, the 
Committee has been informed that negotiations are being carried out between 
the two units involved, to try to avoid unnecessary duplication. The 
Committee is also informed that Archaeology is a thriving topic in many 
universities, and that the Department can offer the proposed new courses 

by a redistribution of assignments amongst its existing full-time faculty, 
and that no additional resources are being requested. The Committee 
recommends to Senate that the proposed Minor in Classical Archaeology be 
approved for implementation in 1982-83. 


for the Committee, 


May 21, 1981. J.W. O'Brien 
Chairman 


